The rst publications on terra sigillata from the North Pontic region appeared in Germany. The foundations for the study of terra sigillata were laid by H. Dragendorff, who, after examining the collections housed in Bonn, 2 travelled to the Eastern provinces of the Roman Empire including the North Pontic region. The outcome of this work was the rst article devoted to terra sigillata of the East. 3 Some red slip vessels from this region also found their way into catalogues of various collections. 4 Despite the fact that some individual vessels had been published as far back as the end of the 19 th or beginning of the 20 th century in the Bulletins and Reports of the Imperial Archaeological Commission and certain other Russian publications, the rst scholars to pave the way for a study of red slip pottery in Russia was T.N. Knipovich. In 1929 her book appeared on the red slip pottery of Olbia in the collection of the Hermitage Museum. 5 There she singled out several groups of red slip pottery items, linking them, as R. Zhan had done previously with the main production centres: rst and foremost Arezzo, as well as Samos and Pergamum. Another local group was singled out -that of articles produced in Olbia. The importance of this work is self-evident: it gave the academic community access to rst-class material, which was being analysed and interpreted for the rst time. It is dif cult to over-estimate the importance of this work: it laid the foundations for the study of terra sigillata in the North Pontic region. In accordance with the concepts, which held sway in her day, T.N. Knipovich re-dated some groups of pottery items too early: for example, the so-called early "Samos" group, dating it -under the in uence of R. Zhan to the rst half of the 1 st century BC. Later she revised her opinion and dated the group in question to the rst half of the 1 st century AD. 6 Until recently this study was the only publication on these materials from the North Pontic region, generally known in the West.
In 1952 T.N. Knipovich published the red slip pottery from the excavations at Myrmekion and Tyritake. Despite the fact that both (as regards quantity and variety of shapes) this material was de nitely inferior to the one from Olbia, this detailed article was an important contribution to the study of the subject. The main principles used for this article were the same as those developed earlier for the Olbia publication: pottery from the same Asia Minor centres was identi ed,
